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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Assistant Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: V 

In accordance with MPEP 609 and 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 .56, 1 .97 and 1 .98, Applicants bring 
the attached references to the Examiner's attention and request that they be considered and 
made of record in this application. Also attached is a completed PTO-1449 form. This 
Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three (3) months of the filing date of 
this application. Thus, no fee is believed to be due for this Information Disclosure 
Statement, However, the Commissioner is authorized to charge any fees associated with this 
communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-1836. A duplicate 
copy of this Statement is enclosed for that purpose. 

Satoshi Chujyo et al., Publication No. VT-02-06 "e-4WD System" discloses a hybrid 
4WD vehicle in which the front wheels are driven by an engine and the rear wheels are 
driven by an electric motor such as a DC motor. In this reference, the engine is also 
configured and arranged to drive a power generator at low to medium vehicle speeds. The 
hybrid 4WD vehicle disclosed in the above mentioned reference performs four-wheel drive 
using the engine and the DC motor with the power generated by the power generator when 
the vehicle starts moving or when the front wheels spin. When the engine is operating under 
other conditions, front-wheel drive (i.e., two-wheel drive) is performed using the engine 
alone. In the hybrid 4WD vehicle disclosed in the above mentioned reference, the drive force 
of the DC motor is transmitted to the differential gear of the rear wheels via a reduction gear 
and an electromagnetic clutch, and the drive force is then distributed to the left and right rear 
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wheels by the differential gear. When the hybrid 4WD vehicle disclosed in the above 
mentioned reference is driven in a two-wheel drive mode in which the drive force is 
generated by the engine alone, the torque-transmitting connections between the DC motor 
and the drive axles of the rear wheels (i.e., the driven wheels) are disengaged by the 
electromagnetic clutch to prevent the DC motor from idling with the rotation of the driven 
wheels. Also in the hybrid 4WD vehicle disclosed in the above mentioned reference, most of 
the rear drive components such as the electrical wiring, the DC motor, the reduction gear, the 
electromagnetic clutch, the differential gear, and other components are disposed under the 
rear trunk. 



* 



* 



Prompt examination on the merits is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted. 





SHINJYU GLOBAL IP COUNSELORS, LLP 
1233 Twentieth Street, NW, Suite 700 
Washington, DC 20036 
(202)-293-0444 
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